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How to make successful presentations

A presentation is a discourse on a discours&hat means you are supposed to comment in yoar ow
words on someone else’s words. To do this sucdgsgfwu need to clearly distinguish whgtu are
saying on what the source says (book, article, film, material). Otherwise you Wile unclear, boring
and uninteresting to follow. If you do it too mugymu will be merely digressing — not focusing
enough on what is actually said, and your presientatill sound pretty artificial. If you do not, yo

will be making a summary in words of what people o#@re easily read or see by themselves. In both
cases, your presentation is a failure. So don'tsntiiés point : in a presentation you are not only

summarizing the book ; you atemmenting on it.

The first thing to do is to try and find a balarmween the summary and your own comment, based
on it. To make a good presentation you first n@edutline the discourse (the story) and then turn i

into a new object on which you then create your ovgcourse (your comment).
The first thing you need to do is
1. Base your introduction on factswhat the story is about, where and when it ként place

(the historical context) and what is the authoita ghow he or she actually relate to it). Put

the context first.

2. Then_embed the story in the context you just oedlint will give it life and objectivity (this

way you are relating the discourse to the factd,m@eparing your own comment on it).

3. Only then you can base yoown discourse on the discourse, because you basdalttieon

facts and clearly differentiated them. There istihek says and what you will say on it.

You will then have to come up with a comparisonaesn discourses and facts, i. e. you will have to
consider your novel or your document as an aestbetanalytical discourse (what was meant by the
author, how he depicted it) and also as an higtbfact (place it in the history of ideas, compdre
with other similar works)You have to distinguish between the story actuallold in the book, and

the story that the book is itself shaped in — andrk them together. This way you will create a
discourse that places another discourse in iteriisl and diegeticpeculiarities. This will you will

create interesting perspectives and successfutuigsons.

! Diegetic relates to the time describithin the story (and not actual time).
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Guidelines of a presentation

Thus, the best way to reach this is to proceednhis:

INTRODUCTION : introduce your topic, the author aitg importance (reception, etc.). Directly
state’s your author’s perspective and objectivdevhriting this book. The more precise your are, th
more interesting it is (for instance : how theetitvas chosen or translated ; where the author is
currently teaching ; about the author’s career otfParis but raised in India, and later went tdadfok

; at the time of publication, little attention wesised by this book ; the book received the Gortcour

prize in 1996, the most sought-after award in Feant Explain the title.

WHAT IS YOUR POINT? : your need to clearly state taypothesis that you are going to defend.
Otherwise you will merely make a summary of therstavithout realising you are not actually
making a new discourse on the discourse. In otlwedsy without such a project, your presentation is
useless (as an academic exercise, that is. Itestilhins interesting as a subject of mundane digmus
but that’'s another story. It's just chit-chatTihe point of your presentation if to demonstrate

something, either in the discourse or in the facts

ANNOUNCE THE PLAN : this is critical, and very impgant. To keep the listener’s attention you

need to warm it. Otherwise it will go to sleep veujickly.

SUMMARY OF THE TOPIC (20%) : you should always assuthat your audience doesn’t know at
all what you are going to talk about in your préagan. What might make sense for you because it is
your subject of thesis will be completely unknownvaguely familiar to the audience. So be nice and

make a nice summary of the facts, protagonistseandts.

CRITIQUE (20%) : this is a very simple yet very fudavay of making your presentation interesting.
Once you have described the discourse in itselth@ghsummary) and got your audience’s attention
you can now move to thé“most interesting part of your presentation. kaur own discourse on the

discourse you just outlined. Make something origina

CONCLUSION : conclude on the originality of the lda the history of ideas and in the treatment of

the facts it is based upon.

Delhi University — GRS Departement



How to make successful presentations — M. Phil &itgl Seminar 3

You have topresent your work

You may have noticed that | only put 40% into thieole core of your presentation. That is because
60% of your whole presentation will be on the pngéaton itself, not on the contents. That is, if we
don’t understand what you're saying OR if we aré getting interested in what you're saying OR if
we have to make an effort to understand the storytdo long THEN your presentation will be a
failure. A failure means : no questions after yspeech except by very annoying experts ; no irtteres
from the crowd that will only be wondering why thegme to this place and (if that is not sufficigntl

convincing) ultimately a bad mark.

It is absolutely unacceptable that an act of comoation called presentation has no presentation at
all. You have to be open. You have to take thia a®ment of share not as a moment of shame. Raise
your voice, keep eye contact, talk to the crowd Bave your notes for a few seconds. Give us
anecdotes — even personal experience, we will eihjaly We are not scholars, we are first humans.
And humans like to share personal matters much rnhane vain ideas. So talk to people and not to

yourself. And don’t read, talk to us directly. Gtanat the whole audience, especially at the back.

If you know what a failure is, then guess what ecegs is. A successful presentation will be short,
will focus on the story and yet raise interestingtters that talk to people — even remotely — sb tha
they feel that someone was speaking to them, ahderob like they heard a chapter of a book. A
successful presentation will raise many simple tioies from many people, and laughs and smiles.

Who thought that was possible from a boring acad@xércise ?

To conclude

Finally, to help you improve your presentation yghould always talk about your book/document to
someone whao's read/seen it before and ask abouttivnathought about it. This way you will have
general ideas from non-specialists that will hetpi keep an objective view (sometimes you are so
focused on your paper or critique that you fordeiw fundamental aspects of a book, such as who's

narrating the story!).

And my second advice is, once you have written ywasentation, ask yourself the questions you will
be asked. Guess them so you will not forget angthimportant in your presentation — and so as to be

ready in advance to nasty questions !

5 April 2008 — Baudry Rocquin

Source www.disserter.com| Please quote the source if you are re-usisgtper or extracts of it.
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